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e Lord Bishop of Chichester (left), honorary president of the World Council of Churches, and 
hop Lajos Ordass, leader of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, meet for the first time since Bishop 
- Ordass was arrested by the communist government in 1948, 


(L. to r.) Dr. M. Kozaki, Dean Liston Pope, Rev. 
Peter Dagadu. 


Dr. Martin Niemoeller speaking to members of 


the Central Committee at Galyatet6, Hungary. 


(L. tor.) Dr. Henry F. Schuh, Bishop R. B. Mani- 
kam, Dr. Leslie Cooke, Dr. Eugene C. 


Blake and 
Prof. John Baillie at a collective farm. 
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In keeping with the World Council's poli 
of meeting in different regions of the globe7t 
Central Committee convened in Hungary, atti 
mountain resort of Galyatet6, July 28-August 
During the preceding fortnight there were Seq 
sions of the Working Committees of the div 
sions and departments at Herrenalb, German 
and of the Executive Committee in Vienna, 
other years World Council gatherings have be 
held in Western Europe, Great Britain, Canac 
the United States, India and Australia but a 
was the first meeting in Eastern Europe. 

As General Secretary W. A. Visser 't Hee 
said at the outset, the Council seeks to live” @ 
own life in complete independence from aq 
particular political system or ideology, and @ 
sires to render its witness in all parts of t 
world.” The meeting in Hungary was a 


vincing illustration of Christian concern 
keeping in touch with churches across all bag 


riers | 

The outstanding impression left on those wW 
attended is that the World Council was able 4 
bear a Christian witness behind tf 
Iron Curtain”, The meeting in Hungary greats 
helped to break down the isolation of tf 
churches of 


positive 


that country and to give them 


visible example of the ecumenical Spirit. 
VISITORS IN 


LOCAL PULPLES 


Chere were many gratifying opportunities fi 
contact with local congregations and the fai 
and file of their members. On both of the Sul 
days which fell within the period of the meeting 
representatives of the western churches preach 
in the local churches of Budapest and Debreff 
zen and several other communities. These ser 
ices found people jamming the aisles and evi¥ 
standing in vestibules. They were manifesif 
eager to know about the Christians of otlif 
lands and rejoicing in the opportunity for fdf 
to face contact with them. 


] 


IEW AND RENEWED CONTACTS 


‘The most impressive case of opportunity for 
ersonal contact centered around Bishop Lajos 
irdass. In 1948 he was convicted by a commu- 
st-controlled court on a trumped-up charge of 
Olating currency regulations in connection 
ith gifts from American Lutherans. His real 
ffense had been his resistance to the taking 
ver of church schools by the communist state. 
negotiations with the Minister of Religious 
fairs of the Hungarian government during the 
heeting, an assurance was given that the process 
restoring the heroic bishop to good standing 
ould soon be begun. 


The meeting in Hungary afforded further op- 

Ortunity to establish new contacts with the 
nurches of two other countries of Eastern Eu- 
ppe, Rumania and Poland. For the first time 
bpresentatives of these churches were present 
a World Council meeting. It was a moving 
Kperience to hear one of the Rumanian Chris- 
an leaders say, “We thank God for this open- 
ng of the doors.” 


A development which may prove to be of 
€at ecumenical importance was the presence 
Bishop K. H. Ting as an “observer” from the 
hurch in China. In the frank give-and-take of 
iscussion, he explained that the World Council 
as the object of much criticism in China, espe- 
tally because of its stand on the Korean issue, 
nd he emphasized the desire of Chinese Chris- 
ams to have a “church of their own” free from 
estern influence. Nevertheless, the door which 
las been closed between the churches of China 
ad the churches of the west now seems to be 
pening a little. The Central Committee agreed 
send a delegation to visit the Chinese churches 
vhenever it would be welcomed. This is another 
rceful illustration of the World Council’s 
olicy of encouraging separated Churches to 
uk to each other instead of about each other. 


} The report from Spain continued to be dis- 
bing. The Evangelical Seminary in Madrid 
hich was closed by governmental intervention 
H)me months ago is still in an uncertain situa- 
on. After the strong protest early this year by 
ne World Council, the seals were taken off the 
coors of the seminary, which was a tacit impli- 


cation that the school might resume its function- 
ing, but no assurance has yet been given that it 
may not be arbitrarily shut down again without 
cause and without notice. A further and more 
pressing appeal to the government in behalf of 
the seminary was made at the meeting in Hun- 


gary. 
WCC-IMC INTEGRATION 


Organizationally the most interesting devel- 
opment was the proposal for the full integration 
of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches. The Joint Commit- 
tee representing the two bodies was instructed 
to draft a definite plan for consideration by 
them at their next plenary meetings. 


A review of the present refugee situation re- 
vealed that the World Council is now looking 
after 156,000 refugees in different parts of the 
world. It was agreed that the service to refugees 
must continue with undiminished energy until 
at least the next assembly. It was made clear that 
even when the program of resettlement has been 
completed, the churches will face a heavy re- 
sponsibility in connection with the spiritual and 
material needs of refugee groups which cannot 


emigrate. * 


In the study program the intensive work now 
under way on “The Christian Responsibility 
Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change” received 


major attention. 


The Commission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs celebrated the tenth anniversary 
of its origin. One of its new projects is a long- 
range study of the development of an “interna- 
tional ethos.” Underlying this project is the con- 
viction that permanent peace is impossible with- 
out a common body of moral and _ spiritual 
assumptions and convictions widely held by 
people throughout the world even though they 
live under differing cultural and social and eco- 
nomic conditions. 5 

A new theme to which the Central Commit- 
tee as a whole addressed itself was “Proselytism 
and Religious Liberty”, especially as practiced 
between the churches which are members of the 


beret 


Annual Luncheon 
‘‘Friends of the W.C.C.’’ 


The “Friends of the World Council” will 
have an opportunity to meet and hear one of 
the Presidents of the Council at the annual lun- 
cheon meeting (see legal notice). He is Dr. 
John Baillie of Scotland, one of the best known 
and loved churchmen and theologians in world 
church circles. 

The second speaker is the outstanding Ameri- 
can Methodist layman, Mr. Charles Parlin, who 
is a member of the Central Committee. He will 
show the pictures he took in Hungary last sum- 
mer at the first meeting of the Committee held 
behind the Iron Curtain and tell the fascinating 
story of what he saw and heard in Hungary. 

The third speaker will be Rev. Philip Potter 
(see p. 5). 

Reservations for the 1 o'clock luncheon 
($2.25) should be made with the New York of- 
fice of the World Council (WA 4-8551). 


Legal Notice of Meeting of 
FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 


The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIENDS 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 


INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, De- 


cember 11, 1956, at the Madison Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, 921 Madison Ave., New York 
City. At this meeting business will be trans- 
acted, reports of the year’s work made, and 
members of the Board of Directors elected. 
Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Berkley, Calif. 


Library-Pacific School of Relijgf 
1798 Scenic Ave. 


In 1956 more than 900 young people participat 
in 36 ecumenical work camps in Asia, Europ 
Middle East, North and South America. TI 
group above helped to lay sanitary pipes in 
slum area in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. O. Go 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthd 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen# 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifil 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. The Council unite 
164 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant cori 
munions in 47 countries. Neither the COURIEI 
nor the World Council of Churches is responsibi 
for opinions quoted in its columns. ( 
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‘orld Council. A preliminary report made by 
ommission under the chairmanship of Bishop 
ngus Dun defined proselytism as occurring 
hen “the aim is not primairly to witness to 
ith and to God but to advance the interest of 
particular church or group.” The study will 
intinue in an effort to arrive at conclusions 
hich will support both the freedom for Chris- 
An witness by minority groups and for fraternal 
fitudes towards churches with which other 
pups may not fully agree but which are en- 
led to respect and Christian consideration. 


The Central Committee were guests of the 
ident of the Hungarian People’s Republic 
a luncheon in the Parliament Building on the 
day of the sessions. On this occasion Dr. 
anklin Clark Fry, in responding as chairman 
the Central Committee to the official greet- 
used the occasion for an interpretation of 
e World Council of Churches in terms of its 
Sic spiritual aims. 


W WCC MEMBERS 


Symbolic of the World Council’s role in 
engthening the bond that holds Christians to- 
er in the face of all the divisive forces of 
time are the three new members accepted 
o the membership of the Council at the meet- 
in Hungary. They represent three different 
mtinents as well as three historic traditions. 
hey are the Baptist Church in Hungary, the 
iglican Synod of the Province of Central Af- 
a, and the Evangelical Synod of La Plata 


outh America). 


The next meeting of the Central Committee 
ischeduled to be held in New Haven, Connec- 
t, at the Yale Divinity School, July 30 to 
gust 7, 1957. The 1958 meeting of the Cen- 
il Commitee will be held in the Greek Ortho- 
x world, on the Island of Rhodes, August 
1-27, 1958. 

Although the place of the next assembly, 
uich will probably fall in 1960, has not yet 
en officially voted, it is expected that it will 
held in Asia, probably in Ceylon. 


Bishop Henry K. Sherrill and Dr. D. T. Niles. 


(L. to r.) Mrs. Margit Lindstrom, Dr. Kathleen 
Bliss, Mrs. Leslie Swain, Mrs. Frank G. Brooks, 
Mrs. E. D. Jarvis, Mrs. F. O. Bennett. 


it 


(L. to r.) Charles-P. Taft, Rev. Peter Dagadu, 
Bishop Albert Berecsky, Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
near the Trade Unions Workers’ Rest Home in 
Galyateto. 
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N. Y. OFFICE STAFF CHANGES 


Three major changes will take place in the 
staff of the N.Y. office of the W.C.C. this fall. 
THE REV. PHILIP POTTER 
will come from Geneva 
where he served as Secre- 
tary for Europe in the 
Youth Dept. for two years. 
Mr. Potter has been active 
in the youth work of the 
Church ever since his col- 
lege days in Kingston, 
Jamaica, when he worked 
with the Jamaica Student 
Christian Movement. In 
the intervening years he has served the British 
Student Christian Movement and was pastor of 
a Methodist Church in Haiti for four years. 
Miss FRANCES MAEDA has 
also been closely related to 
the youth work of the 
Church since her gradua- 
tion from college. Her first 
post was director of youth 
work in the Japanese 
Methodist Church in Port- 
land, Ore., her ‘‘home 
town.” For the last ten 
years, Miss Maeda has been 
related to the work of the 
Youth Dept. of the W.C.C.: first as Administra- 
tive Secretary of the World Conference on 
Christian Youth in Oslo in 1947; then as As- 
sociate to the Secretary of the Youth Depart- 
ment in New York; and finally as Secretary of 
that office. She now leaves her responsibilities 
there to become Administrative Assistant for the 
Faith and Order Conference on “The Nature of 
the Unity We Seek”. 

Miss Betty THOMPSON, 
like Mr. Potter, comes to 
the New York office from 
Geneva where she served 
as Secretary for Publicity 
in the Dept. of Informa- 
tion. On December 1, she 
will become Secretary for 
Public Relations in the 
N.Y. office, taking the place 
an». Of Mrs. Elsie Thomas Cul- 
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Churchmen from Abroad 


Many outstanding churchmen from overseas will 
coming to America for visits of varying length dur 
the coming months. Some of them have already 
rived and others will be coming soon. Among thi 
visitors will be several members of the Geneva s 
of the World Council: Rev. Francis House (British 
an Associate General Secretary; Dr. Elfan R 
(Welsh), Secretary of the Commission of 
Churches on International Affairs and advisor t6 | 
Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Re 
gees; Rev. Dominique Micheli (Swiss) of the C.-C. 
staff; Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber (Swiss), Secretary’ 
the Department of the Laity; Miss Helen Tutt 
(American), Associate Secretary of the Depa 
the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church « 
Society; and Dr. D. T. Niles (Ceylon), Secretary 
the Department of Evangelism. (Information c 
cerning the schedules of any World Council si 
members can be secured from Miss Eleanor } 
Browne of the N.Y. office.) Si 


Pastor (and Mrs.) Martin Niemoeller of Ge me 
a member of the Executive and Central Committee 


ment in Germany called Kirchentag, will be in 
ca for several months. 


In addition, there are several well-known chu 
men from abroad who wil be serving as visiting } 
fessors at seminaries during the coming academic y 
Dr. John Baillie, a president of the W.C.C., will bi 
Union Theological Seminary, N.Y.C.; Dr. Hend 
Kraemer of Holland, former director of the E 
cal Institute near Geneva, at Princeton Theolog 
Seminary; Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom of Sweden, for mm 
years the director of the Study Dept. of the W.C.Ch 
the Boston School of Theology; Rev. Colin W. V 
liams of Australia, a member of the Working Ci 
mittee of the Council's Dept. of Evangelism, at ¢ 
rett Biblical Institute in Evanston; and Dr. V. E. D 
dutt of India, a member of the Faith and Order CH 
mission, at Colgate Rochester Divinity School. 


ver who recently resigned after serving 
W.C.C. for six years. Before joining the Ger 
staff of the Council in 1955, Miss Thompson } 
Assistant to the Director in the Departme 
News Service, Board of Missions of the Me} 
dist Chuch in the U.S.A. Among her ney 
sponsibilities will be that of editing the J 
menical Courier. 


